LETTER  TO   COURT
of licence to cruize against the ships belonging to the kingdoms of
France or Spain. On the zoih of May 1781 Captain Maclary beino*
himself at Macao sent out his ship to seize a sloop bound from that port
to Manilla, on the supposition of her being Spanish property. It appears
that he acquainted the Governor of Macao with his intention to bring
her back to that harbour that she might undergo his examination. Captain
Maclary was nevertheless taken up by the Portuguese Government, and,
after suffering a rigorous confinement, was compelled to give an order to
his officer for the release of the sloop. The order was produced to the
officer on board the Dodalay, who immediately bore down towards the
sloop for the purpose of carrying it into effect, but before it could be
accomplished a violent gale of wind came on and the sloop was lost.
Captain Maclary was therefore retained in prison at Macao until the
Government had exacted from him the value of 70,000 dollars, at which
the sloop and her cargo were estimated, and then released.
3.    Captain   Maclary   sailed  from   Canton   in   the   Dodalay   on   the
i6th of December  1781, and meeting with two Portuguese ships bound
to Batavia in the streights of Banca, named the Saint Antonio Novo and
the Santa Maria Mayor he captured them both and brought them into
this river, but landed the commanders and officers at some of the ports to
the eastward.
4.    Several   Portuguese   supercargoes   and   captains   of   ships   who
happened  to be  at  Calcutta  at  the  time  of  Captain   Maclary's  arrival
joined  in  a formal  representation  against  him,   and  as  neither  of the
captains or the officers of the captured ships were arrived the memorialists
solicited an "interference to prevent any interruption to that free trade
and harmony which subsisted between the English and Portuguese."
5.    On the receipt of this memorial which was presented by the supra-
cargoes to the Governor General, he assured them of every legal assistance
and support which this Government could give to put the charge against
Captain Maclary into a regular cause of trial and to obtain redress for
the injury complained of; but informed them that the nature of our laws
were such as to render it absolutely necessary that the allegations should
be delivered on oath and formal evidence of the facts exhibited before
any prosecution could be carried on with success.    We likewise repeated
this answer with an offer of the assistance of the Company's law officers
if any one of the petitioners would undertake to prosecute the claims and
to collect  the  witnesses  necessary  for   that  purpose,   but   this   they  all
declined.
6.    In the month of February last we received letters from the Gov-
ernment of Macao  complaining of the piracies committed  by Captain
Maclary and desiring retribution for them.    The captains or owners of
the captured ships likewise arrived here by  the same opportunity and
addressed us for our assistance in the recovery of their property.   We
consequently ordered  the  Company's law officers  to  grant  them  every
information and aid in their power for commencing prosecutions and to